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USGBC –

Saving the forest with FSC



1) Threats to the forests and communities

2) Market Transformation &
Project Resources

3) FSC and Green Building –
Is it working?

Overview



Wood is good wood, 
right?

Sustainable yield forestry is 
sustainable, right?

We can save the forest by using
alternate products, right?

Market misconceptions, right?Market misconceptions, right?



������������	
�

Corruption Stains Timber Trade
Forests Destroyed in China's Race 

to Feed Global Wood-Processing Industry
Washington Post

Sunday, April 1, 2007
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University of Washington 2006
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Greenhouse gas

1/5 of the globe’s greenhouse gas are
a result of deforestation - CIFOR

> Global Transportation System

Deforestation



149161Volume Wood in 
m3 (000’s)

98%32%Ecosytem Function 
(% potential)

55%3%% Forest in 
Late Seral Stage

Managing for 
Biodiversity and 

Timber

Maximum Timber 
Production (complying 
with WA Forest Practices)



Forest Certification & FSC

• A brief history- 1992 Rio Earth Summit

• Multi-stakeholder developed standards

• Working internationally

• Third-party accredited certifiers

• Rigorous Chain-of-Custody (COC) process



Forest Management (FM)

Chain-of-Custody (COC)
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How does FSC address threats to forests
and communities?



Who supports FSC?



New Chain-of-
Custody 

(COC) Rules & 
Labels

www.fsc.org
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Normal product flowNormal product flow

Certified 
Wood 

Products
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USGBC & FSC
A Partnership in Market Transformation

Other GB 
guidelines

LEED

Green Building

Top 25%

Other forest 
cert. guidelines

FSC

The Market

Forest certification 
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www.fscus.org www.forestproductssolutions.com
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Case Studies

Lebanon Hills - Dakota Co., MN CIEMAS Building – Duke University
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Forest Products Solutions 2006



I want to thank you for your assistance in getting out the request for 
FSC Certified Cherry Veneer...I received many responses. Much 
appreciated!

Kristin J. Moore, LEED AP

What professionals are saying about the 
new FSC Product Inquiry

Thank you very much for sending out my request to FSC companies 
operating in the Pacific Northwest. The response from your members
has been tremendous.

Jay-Brandt General Contractors

Thank you! Your email helped us find a local distributor of FSC 
products from Potlatch.

Mack Caldwell
Architect, NCARB, LEED AP
Ideal Homes



www.rainforest-alliance.org
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FSC products & Green Home 
Building

• Non-residential 12%
– Commercial

– Industrial

• Residential  88%
– New Home Starts 57%

– Renovations 31%

Source- USDA FS- Forest Products Laboratory
US Statistics



• Emerging Green Builders’ House Design Contest

• Connections made with FSC certified companies 
selling FSC products

• Advertising in Environmental Design & 
Construction Magazine

• An FSC House Raising event in
Portland, OR – Sept. 07

• Building & Remodeling with FSC –
A single source guide to using FSC

• The FSC House at GreenBuild 07 Chicago

www.fschouse.com



FSC Paper????

Absolutely!!!!!
Forest Stewardship Council (FSC)

www.fscus.org

Rainforest Alliance
Smart Guide

www.rainforestallaince.org
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Areas that need improvement:

Social 
• Worker Safety (56%)

• Worker training (64%)
• Communication and conflict resolution with stakeholders (75%)

Rainforest Alliance--
The Global Impacts of SmartWood Certification*

Rainforest AllianceRainforest Alliance----
The Global Impacts of SmartWood Certification*

Examined 129 FSC certified operations in 21 countries



Areas that need improvement:

Environmental
• Improved aquatic and riparian areas (63%)

• Better monitoring of sensitive and High Conservation Value Forests (HCVFs) 
62%

• Identifying threatened and endangered species (62%)

Rainforest Alliance--
The Global Impacts of SmartWood Certification*

Rainforest AllianceRainforest Alliance----
The Global Impacts of SmartWood Certification*



Areas that need improvement:

Forest Management
• Improved road and skid trails (60%)

• Improved regeneration and reforestation (55%)
• Improved use of chemicals (48%)

Rainforest Alliance--
The Global Impacts of SmartWood Certification*

Rainforest AllianceRainforest Alliance----
The Global Impacts of SmartWood Certification*
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Potential Growth of FSC Forestland
in North America
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As of 9/06 FSC forestland has
grown 291% in 4 years
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Potential Growth of FSC Suppliers
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833 SE Main St. #134 
Portland, OR 97214
971-645-4367 office 
503-380-9685 cell 

terry@forestproductssolutions.com


